First Thessalonians

Theme: The Coming Again of the Son of God
Author: The Apostle Paul (1:1; 2:18)
Date of Writing: c. A.D. 50-52

Reasons for Writing:
1. To commend the Thessalonian believers (1:1-10)
2. To comfort them (chapter 2)
3. To confirm his own conduct and motives and to explain why he had
not returned to see them (2:17-18)
4, To correct wrong doctrine (3:10; 4:13; 5:1-11)
5 To challenge them to persevere in the face of opposition and
persecution (2:14ff)
6. To cement the affection between the Thessalonian believers and
himself (3:10)
To caution against cliques and errors in living (4:1-12; 5:12-18)
8. To call them to obey and respect their leaders (5:12ff)
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1 Thessalonians: A Heart-to-Heart Talk

Writer: Paul the Apostle

Date: Early, c. A.D. 50-52

Key Passages: 1:8; 4:9-11, 13-18
Background: Acts 17:1-9
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Introduction to 1 Thessalonians

Authorship

Paul is the author of this epistle (1:1; 2:18). The writings of many early
Church Fathers (Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria) affirm
Paul’s claim to be the author of this epistle. Indeed, early external
testimony is virtually unanimous in affirming that Paul is the author. The
internal evidence (writing style and subject matter) for Pauline authorship
Is also strong, and historical allusions in the book harmonize well with
what we know about Paul’s life as recorded in Acts. The author
identifies himself as Paul (1:1; 2:18), but he does not use the title of
“apostle.” This is because at Thessalonica his apostleship was accepted,
and there was no need to defend it. His companions include Silvanus
(Silas) and Timothy (1:1), who accompanied him during his second
missionary journey (Acts 15:36-18:22). Many biblical scholars consider
1 Thessalonians to be the first of Paul’s New Testament epistles; some
date Galatians earlier.

The Church at Thessalonica

a. Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia, and was located on a
major highway (the Via Egnatia) that connected Rome with the east.
Apparently it included a substantial number of Jews since it had a
synagogue (Acts 17:1).

b. Paul visited this city on his second missionary journey after leaving
Philippi (Acts 17:1ff). Paul’s mission was immediately successful
as a number of Jews and Greeks accepted his message (Acts 17:4).

c. Paul’s success stirred other Jews of the city to a jealous rage; they
violently attacked the house of Jason (Acts 17:5) where Paul was
staying. Jason and some fellow Christians were dragged before the
magistrates as disturbers of the peace. Because of this hostility, Paul
was forced to leave the city (Acts 17:9-10).

d.  According to Acts 17:2, Paul spent three Sabbaths preaching in the
synagogue at Thessalonica. Luke’s narrative seems to imply that the
riot that forced Paul to leave occurred immediately following his
ministry in the synagogue, and Acts 17:10 indicates that the
Christians sent Paul away right after the riot. However, some
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believe that there is a longer time gap between Paul’s synagogue
ministry and his subsequent departure from the city. The exact
chronology of this period is open to debate.

Date and Place

a.

After leaving Thessalonica, Paul went to Berea, where he again met
with opposition from Thessalonian Jews and was forced to leave
(Acts 17:13-14). He came to Athens and then moved on to Corinth.
While at Athens, Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica to ascertain the
condition of the church. After Timothy’s return to Paul at Corinth,
he wrote 1 Thessalonians.

Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians from Corinth during his second
missionary journey (A.D. 50-52).

Purpose

The specific news received through Timothy both prompted the letter and
dictated its contents. The whole letter is quite practical, containing a
message directly geared to the problems of this church. The purposes for
this epistle include the following:

a.

Paul expresses his general satisfaction over the progress of the
Thessalonian church (1:1-10).

Paul answers charge that have been brought against him, apparently
by his Jewish opponents (chapter 2).

He gives exhortations toward further progress and perseverance in
the Christian life (chapter 3).

He seeks to correct certain misunderstandings about future events
(chapters 4 and 5)

A Major Issue of Eschatology Between Pretribulationists and
Posttribulationalists

What is the relationship of 4:13-18 and 5:1-11, and the shift at 5:1? 5:1-3
clearly speaks of the Lord’s return in judgment. Do chapters 4 and 5
describe the same event or two different events?



a. Several comments should be made:

I. Both 4:13-18 and 5:1-11 have the same purpose. These
sections are intended to provide comfort and encouragement to
the readers (4:18; 5:11).

1. Paul seems to be describing two separate events. For the
believers, the rapture will be a time of blessing and thus Paul
uses the word parousia, whereas for the unbeliever what
follows (chapter 5) will be a time of judgment and hence Paul
shifts his terminology to “the Day of the Lord.”

ii.  Paul seems to give a chronological relationship between these
events of blessing and judgment. The events of 5:1-11 follow
the events of 4:13-18. Therefore, the “rapture” precedes the
Tribulation or “the Day of the Lord.” In Paul’s presentation
of future events he uses a variety of designations to describe
God’s final intervention through Christ:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

“day of the Lord”—2 Thess. 2:2

“day of Christ”—Phil. 1:10

“day of Jesus Christ”—Phil. 1:6

“day of the Lord Jesus”—2 Cor. 1:14

“day of our Lord Jesus Christ”—1 Cor. 1:8
“this day”—1 Thess. 5:4

“the day”—2 Thess. 1:10

V1. Value of the Thessalonian Epistles

a.
b.

They present insight into the heart of the Apostle Paul.

These epistles indicate how Paul worked with and helped young

converts.

First and Second Thessalonians picture a local church in its most
rudimentary New Testament form.

They contain vital teachings concerning last things (eschatology).



An Outline of 1 Thessalonians

l. Personal: “We give thanks remembering . . .” 1—3

A. How the church was born—(The ideal church) 1

1. Anencouraged group 1:1

2. An energetic group 1:2-4

3. Anexemplary group 1:5-7

4.  An enthusiastic group 1:8-9

5. An expectant group 1:10
B. How the church was nurtured—(The ideal pastor) 2

1. A faithful preacher 2:1-6

2. A gentle mother 2:7-8

3. Aconcerned father 2:9-16

4. A loving brother 2:14-20
C. How the church was established (The ideal fellowship) 3

1. Through the Word 3:1-5

2. Through prayer 3:6-13

1.  Practical: “We beseech you . ..” 4—5

A. Walk in holiness (the home) 4:1-8
B. Walk in love (the church) 4:9-10
C. Walk honestly (the job) 4:11-12
D. Walk in hope (the dead) 4:13-18
E. Walk in light (the family of God) 5:1-11
F. Walk in gratitude (the saint) 5:12-13
G. Walk in obedience (the sanctified) 5:14-28

Each chapter ends with a reference to the second coming of Christ, and relates His coming to:
salvation (1:9-10), service (2:19-20), stability (3:13), sorrow (4:18), and sanctification (5:23).



“What Kind of Church Should We Be”

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

We should be an encouraged church.

1. Be encouraged by your brothers.
2. Beencouraged by your Father.
3. Beencouraged by your Savior.
We should be an energetic church.

Be ceaseless in your prayer.
Be constructive in your faith.
Be constant in your love.

Be confident in your hope.
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Be certain in your election.
We should be an exemplary church.

1. Proclaim the right message.

2. Pursue the right men.

3. Provide the right model.

We should be an evangelistic church.

1. Evangelism requires our proclamation
2. Evangelism results in others salvation
We should be an expectant church.

1. Look for the Savior’s return.
2. Look for the Savior’s rescue.
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